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Our mission is to assist the Malaysian church in transforming lives, making disciples, and establishing churches by translating Scriptures into the heart language of all people.
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What is

One di�culty which most Christians face is how 
to study and interact with the Bible. O�en, Bible 
translators face a situation whereby a new Bible 
translation has been completed and launched but 
few of the native speakers of the language, use 
this new Bible. In order to encourage more Bible 
owners to engage with the Word of God, 
Scripture Engagement methods were developed. 

In technical terms, Scripture Engagement is 
simply the facilitation of access  and life-changing 
encounters or interactions with the Bible and 
through that, with God Himself.  Hence, if you 
are thinking of developing a Scripture 
Engagement programme, you will need to 
consider providing access to the Scriptures, 
facilitating encounters with the Scriptures and 
creating a climate of receptivity to God and the 
truth in His Word. 

by John Oo

(Continue reading on page 2)
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One di�culty which most Christians face is how 
to study and interact with the Bible. O�en, Bible 
translators face a situation whereby a new Bible 
translation has been completed and launched but 
few of the native speakers of the language, use 
this new Bible. In order to encourage more Bible 
owners to engage with the Word of God, 
Scripture Engagement methods were developed. 

In technical terms, Scripture Engagement is 
simply the facilitation of access  and life-changing 
encounters or interactions with the Bible and 
through that, with God Himself.  Hence, if you 
are thinking of developing a Scripture 
Engagement programme, you will need to 
consider providing access to the Scriptures, 
facilitating encounters with the Scriptures and 
creating a climate of receptivity to God and the 
truth in His Word. 

1. ACCESS TO SCRIPTURE TEXT

By providing access it means that the 
local Christian community has 
physical access to textual print of the 
Scripture text ( i.e. printed Bible ) or 
downloadable free digital Bibles via 
a smartphone app (e.g. YouVersion, 
Biblegateway, etc) or an audio 
recording ( e.g. Bible.is)  or a video 
composition of the Scripture text  
into handphones or tablets or 
computers. Scripture Engagement 
specialists do normally assess and 
determine what distribution media 
formats ( whether printed, digital or 
audio ) would work best for the 
speci�c community and formats that 
would enrich  Scriptural truths. In 
some cases, it may well involve a 
combination of media formats for 
distribution of the Scripture text. In 
other cases, the translated Scriptures 
are released in printed text form 
together with an audio recording to 
help promote �uency in reading the 
Scripture text as a read-along 
program. In a most recent 
development, an audio recording is 
synchronized with a copy of the 
digital Scripture text in a 
smartphone app. called Scripture 
App Builder. As the text is read out 
by the audio recording, the text 
verses are highlighted.

But providing access to translated 
Scripture is only part of the process 
that encourages interaction with the 
translated Scriptures, it is by no 
means a su�cient factor to 
encourage Scripture Engagement. So 
you might ask what more is needed?

2. ENCOUNTERING THE WORD OF 
GOD

Facilitating encounters with the 
word of God could be in some form 
of activities that foster interaction 
with the translated Scriptures. �is 
could take the form of devotional 
re�ection or a bible study or a 
thematic study on a relevant topic to 
the community. Take the trauma 
healing course for instance, this 
course takes the participants 
through a re�ection process of 
thinking through their own areas of 
hurts and traumatic experiences and 
to re�ect on what God says in 
Scriptures about their response to 
these felt areas of hurt or trauma. 
Scriptures could also be presented 
visually in some form of a cultural 
dance or sung to the tune of an 
ethnic song or in an oral style thus 
engaging the intended audience in a 
communication style and form that 
is meaningful and understandable for 

them (EthnoArts Scripture 
Engagements). Scripture 
engagement activities 
need to be packaged in 
such a way that has clear 
instructions on how to 
use the program or 
activity as a group or 
individually or how it 
may �t into the regular 
activity as part of the 
target audience’s church 
experience or ministry. 

Scripture Engagement essentially 
involves some form of teaching, or 
preaching or discipleship process 
that helps to shape the truth in the 
life of the listener. It also needs to be 
presented in a usable format that the 
target audience will engage with. So 
yet again the Scripture Engagement 
specialist will need to determine 
what communication technology is 
prevalent in the target community 
print media, digital media, oral and / 
or audio format. Similar to the 
Scripture App Builder is an app 
called the Reading App Builder of 
which a bible study or a devotional 
may be uploaded in digital format 
for use in a smartphone. Bear in 
mind that the way questions are 
asked or presented to the target 
audience may di�er from group to 
group in accordance to cultural 
values and methods in which the 
community will ask questions. �ese 
questions need to be presented to the 
community in such a way that makes 
sense to them or else the interaction 
with Scripture will remain 
super�cial.

3. RECEPTIVITY TO THE WORD OF 
GOD

�e third factor for Scripture 
Engagement is to create a climate of 
receptivity. By this we mean that we 
need to build a bridge of relevance or 
connectivity to the lives of the target 
audience. �is is done in order to 
show them the relevance of 
Scriptures to everyday living and to 
life’s challenges. It is also to build 
trust in the Word so that the target 
audience come to appreciate the 
relevance of the truth of Scriptures 
in their lives. As we do more of this, 
a greater amount of interest will be 

Scripture Engagement specialists advise on the production and use of 
appropriate Scripture products in multilingual settings. They can also 
advise on ways other communities have effectively used Scripture texts to 
address everyday concerns (illness, interpersonal conflict, life transitions) 
as well as more pressing ones such as HIV-AIDS, trauma due to conflict 
or natural disasters. Music and songs, drama and the visual arts can 
play a powerful role in helping people engage with Scripture. 
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created in the community  and their 
receptivity of the translated 
Scriptures as relevant to their 
everyday living will also increase.  
Teaching materials based on hygiene 
and health issues with quotations 
from relevant Scripture verses could 
be developed.  Similarly, issues in 
physical abuse and mutual respects 
for each other as upheld by the 
Lord’s word can also be developed 

and distributed.   
Scripture Engagement specialists 
help language communities consider 
and plan for access to Scripture in 
the languages and media that serve 
them best. As appropriate to the 
context, they assist churches and 
other interested individuals and 
agencies that wish to facilitate access 
and life-changing encounters with 
the Bible. 
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The term Scripture Engagement is 
now widely used throughout the 
mission agencies, in particular with 
mission agencies that deal with Bible 
translation ministries and Bible use 
and distribution ministries. Each 
agency however views Scripture 
Engagement with a slightly different 
emphasis.

CAMP WYCLIFFE is a 3-day short exposure to World missions, cross-cultural ministries and Bible translation 
work through games and simulations.  �e Camp is held twice a year; one in English and the other in Chinese. Hence, we 
have an English Camp Wycli�e and a Chinese Camp Wycli�e.

Camp Wycli�e was started in 1934 by Cameron Townsend, the founder of Wycli�e Bible Translators. �ousands of 
Christians worldwide who have participated in these camps have found new directions from God and renewed their 
commitment to World missions.

�e camp provides :

• Opportunities to discover what God is doing in
   di�erent parts of the world
• Insight into who the “Bibleless people” are
• Practical helps to assist you in your walk with God
• Exposure to “keys” that will make your life count
• Simulation games to prepare you to overcome
   language and attitude barriers.

Date : 31 Aug to 2 Sep, 2017
Venue : Selesa Resort (Bukit Tinggi)
Registration fee          : RM320

Join us in our next Chinese Camp Wycli�e to learn more about missions in a unique and creative way which Camp 
Wycli�e o�ers. 



“Is Jesus your Lord, Master and 
Saviour?”

How much of our personal 
ambitions are we willing to let go and 
allow God to take full control of our 
lives?

�ese questions capture the essence 
of our Christian faith. 

“Longhouses Open Doors” is a �rst 
person narrative about ordinary men 
and women, like you and I, 
obediently answering God’s call to 
repentance and discipleship for one 
purpose – God’s glory through His 
church.

In this book, you will read of God’s 
love and goodness to the people of 
Sarawak in Borneo – the Iban, 
Kayan, Kenyah, Penan, Kelabit, 
Melanau and many others during the 
period of the World War II.

We all fall short of the glory of God 
(Rom 3:23) but when God calls, there 
is no hesitating. �e hardest of hearts 
responds to the grace of God and His 
forgiveness. Here you will �nd 
stories about the �ames of revival 
amongst the people of Sarawak, 
sparked by the experience of 
forgiveness of sin through the death 
and resurrection of Christ.

It is the power of prayer and a faith 
grounded in the living Word of God 
that transform the hearts of people 
whom God loves. �is truth is 
plainly depicted in the many stories 
found in this book about the people 
of Sarawak who stand boldly for their 
faith.

�e author, Ray Cunningham, an 
Australian missionary to Borneo for 
40 years, presents to us a glimpse into 
the mighty work of God in the 

longhouses of Sarawak. In the words 
of the author, he said, “…we are 
living for a higher purpose than our 
personal salvation. We are part of 
something he is preparing to contain 
His glory.”

As you read this book, may you 
discover and ful�ll the greater 
purpose to which God has called 
you; making your life count for His 
glory. Have a blessed read.

We all fall short of the glory of God 
 but when God calls, there 

is no hesitating. �e hardest of hearts 
responds to the grace of God and His 
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grounded in the living Word of God 
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of the author, he said, “…we are 
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LONGHOUSES OPEN DOORS
God’s glory in Borneo by Ray Cunningham

Reviewed by Kelvin Ong

�e third joint board retreat between 
Wycli�e Malaysia and Wycli�e Singapore 
took place on 19 to 20 May, 2017 at Melaka. 

With both organizations having new 
members in the board, the joint retreat was a 
good time for us to get together to interact 
and fellowship, sharing our ministries and 
experiences to encourage one another. We 
also discussed ways on how to collaborate in 
future events and to share resources.

We are grateful to Simon Wan, the 
Asia-Paci�c Area Director of Wycli�e 
Global Alliance, Tony Chan, Director of 
Administrative Services for Asia-Paci�c 
Area and Wong Fook Meng of the City 
Community Church, Melaka for sharing 
with us during the retreat.

�e retreat ended on a positive note with everyone agreeing that this should be an annual a�air and perhaps, we should 
include other Wycli�e Alliance members near us in our next retreat.

WYCLIFFE BOARD RETREAT
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